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Patterns of State Intervention
In Western Press Economics

Western democracies tend
to intervene in their press
according to their economic
Philosophies rather than in
terms of specific press policy.

& Throughout the 20th century, Western
governments have increasingly rejected
the philosophy of free enterprise capital-
ism and engaged in economic coordina-
tion and planning. States regularly take

action to organize, direct and supplement

economic activity, and all types of indus-
tries are now affected by state intervention
in their operations through a varicty of
programs involving regulation, advantages
and subsidies.

The newspaper industries of Western
nations have generally experienced less
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[intervention than other industries owing

to their special relationship to democratic
governance; but since 1965 newspaper
mortality, concentration of ownership,
and questions of access have induced

_many nations to increase their interven-

tion in press economics. Much of the addi-
tional intervention has involved fiscal
advantages and subsidies offered to pro-
mote better economic conditions for news-
papers and slow the decline in the number
of newspapers published.!

While there has been interest in this phe-
nomenon, only a few studies of its develop-
ment have been undertaken, with most
concentrating on describing intervention in
the Nordic nations.2 The general patterns
of cconomic intervention in the newspaper
industry have been ignored in the discus-
sion, as have comparisons of press policies
with the general macroeconomic policies of
Western nations, For the most part, studies
of public policy have confined themselves
to descriptions of the specific individual

“types of intervention present in nations,

ignoring the patterns that exist among
nations. The lack of studies makes it diffi-
cult to conduct discussions of the political
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